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Dear Friends,

The Catholic World Report magazine has published two well-documented articles in July and Au-
gust of this year informing its readers that the Church worldwide is enjoying growth in the number
of seminarians since 1978. The data, taken mostly from the official Vatican newspaper, The Osser-
vatore Romano, and the Vatican’s statistical yearbook, show how the number of diocesan and reli-
gious major seminarians has increased in the last 30 years from 63,882 to 114,439 — an increase of
79.1 percent! Most of the growth in the number of candidates for the priesthood took place in Af-
rica and in Asia.

Interestingly, this has also been true for the Adorno Fathers, who in the 80°s and 90°s were able to
open seminaries in Africa, India and the Philippines. While priests in the United States and Europe
were experiencing “graying” in their ranks, new energies were throbbing elsewhere. These forces
are now being readied for the work of the Church. At present the Adorno Fathers have about 150
college candidates in training and about 25 others already professed, that is, they have committed
themselves to our religious family with vows, and are studying theology in Rome, Nairoby, Banga-
lore and here in Ramsey as they complete the last leg of their formation.

While this turn of events was totally unimaginable in the 70°s and must be credited to the goodness
of God, who always provides for his Church, it does pose challenges every day for the ongoing
work of recruiting and discernment, human and spiritual formation, financial support and place-
ment — not to speak of the cultural meshing which must take place, if we are to work as a team.

This is truly a Catholic moment in the life of the Church and in the Order of the Clerics Regular
Minor. In centuries past, the “West” brought our Faith to millions in faraway countries, today these
countries are ready to re-pay by offering fresh forces to labor in the Vineyard of the Lord. Some-
how, I cannot help but see the hand of God in this.

Laborers for the Vineyard

“Pray to the master of the harvest to
send out laborers into his vineyard”
Matthew 9:38

Father Nicholas Capetola, CRM
Rector
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