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A New Beginning  

The last few months 

here in Ramsey have 

been a busy and exit-

ing time. The begin-

ning of the school 

year, the Country Fair 

and the new assign-

ments have been im-

portant and happy 

events for our com-

munities as well as 

the U.S and Filipino 

Delegation. 
 

The General meeting 

of the Order which 

took place in Rome 

this past July brought 

many personnel 

changes of in our 

communities. Fr. 

Nicholas Capetola, CRM was appointed pastor of Immaculate Conception Parish in Goose 

Creek, S.C. with Fr. Jun Abog, CRM as his assistant. I was appointed superior of the commu-

nity of Ramsey. 
 

Three years ago I came to Ramsey to rest after thirty-five years as pastor of St. Joseph Church 

in Lodi, but it did not happen. Instead, I was given new responsibilities by our Superior Gen-

eral. With me here in Ramsey would be Fr. Melvin Avila, CRM as the director of vocations. Fr. 

Jason Caganap, CRM, who was an assistant in Lodi, was appointed Superior of our seminary in 

Vinzons, Philippines. Fr. Liam Panganiban, CRM, will join Fr. Jason next year after his studies 

in Rome. Fr. Frank Palmieri, CRM, will be the Pastor of the new Parish of the Risen Savior in 

Spartanburg, SC, which was assigned to the Adorno Fathers by the Bishop of Charleston. Fr. 

Teodoro Kalaw, CRM, will be with Fr. Frank as his assistant. 
 

As you can see, there are many changes, many new responsibilities and also a new life for our 

communities and the Adorno Fathers. I ask you to pray for us so that the Lord will guide and 

bless our work. 
 

Thank you so much for your support and prayers. We 

promise to continue to pray for you and your families. We 

wish all of you a happy and blessed Christmas and a Happy 

New year. 
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LA MIA VITA IN ITALIA  
(My Life in Italy)  

 

By Fr. Liam Reza M. Panganiban, CRM  
 

When our superiors informed me 

of their decision to move me to a 

new assignment, I had mixed 

emotions.  Sad, because I had to 

leave the Catholic Community of 

Immaculate Conception in Goose 

Creek, South Carolina  but at the 

same time, joyful, because of our 

superiors' faith in me to be an 

assistant formator in our Semi-

nary in Vinzons, Camarines 

Norte, Philippines.   
(Continued on page 3.) 

 
 

THE NEW ADORNO  
FATHERS PARISH 

 

By Fr. Frank Palmieri, CRM  

 

In the spring of 1979, the Bishop 

of Charleston decided to form a 

new Catholic community in the 

every growing area of Spartan-

burg. This new Catholic commu-

nity was to be located on the 

western side of the city. Father 

Christopher Lathem was asked to 

form this new community. On 

July 16, 1979, the first Mass was 

celebrated at Spartanburg Meth-

odist College Chapel and, also in 

private homes.  
(Continued on page 2.) 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Participants of the General Chapter in Rome in July 2009 with the Bishop of Chieti. 

Fr. Hector Di Nardo CRM  
(Superior) 
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In September 1979, it was decided to give a name to this Catholic 

community and on November 18, 1979, the Diocese chose the name of 

"Jesus, Our Risen Savior." In the spring of 1980, the Mass was cele-

brated at the Lutheran Church on Reidville Road. 
 

In October of that same year, St. Paul the Apostle Parish donated prop-

erty and a house on Reidville Road to Our Risen Savior Catholic Com-

munity. Masses continued to be celebrated at the Methodist Chapel and 

in the basement of the rectory. 
 

Father Latham was transferred to St. John the Beloved Church, in 

Summerville, SC and Father Timothy J. Watters was assigned as the 

new pastor. Under the guidance of Father Watters came the plans to 

build a Worship Center. The lack of adequate funding dictated the type 

of building the community could afford. In December the community 

moved into the new building. It included a large all purpose hall to be 

used as the temporary church, offices for the parish staff and a commu-

nity center. In 1989 the parish built the present catechetical center. 
 

Father Watters assignment was followed by a number of visiting 

priests until Father Eugene Leonard was appointed pastor. At that point 

the community had grown to 300 families and was able to meet most 

of the needs of the parishioners. Father Leonard was followed by Father Basil Congro, Father Charles Snopeck and Father Michael Pole-

wezak. Unfortunately, Father Michael passed away in the summer of 2009. On November 1, 2009, Bishop Robert Guglielmone appointed 

the Adorno Fathers to serve the people of Jesus, Our Risen Sav-

ior Church. Father Frank Palmieri was appointed as the Admin-

istrator and Father Teodoro Kalaw as the Parochial Vicar. 
 

I have been in the parish the better part of the month of Novem-

ber and I am beginning to get familiar with the parish structure. 

The parish is situated near exit 22 off Interstate 26. The church 

and the rectory are located in the corner of 27 acres of land. The 

rectory has three bedrooms, a living room, a den, a sunroom, 

kitchen and a two-car garage. It is comfortable and inviting. The 

church complex consists of one building. It is centered by the 

church itself, which accommodates 500 people comfortably. It 

has a large vestibule, parish offices for the parish staff, a com-

munity center and a catechetical center. 
 

There are four weekend Masses, three in English and one in 

Spanish. Each Mass has its own choir with its own rendition of 

music. The results are very interesting. The entire congregation 

responds by singing along and thus creating a very festive and 

devout atmosphere. 
 

The Spanish community is very active. The Mass is attended by 

an overflowing crowd. The Mass has its own choir and a full 

schedule of ministries. They also have a youth group, 14 to 17 

years, a young adult group, 18 to 35 years, and active prayer groups.  
 

There is a full schedule of parish activities and parish organizations. The CCD has 400 children, and the youth ministry has more than 100 

high school students. There is also a very active Knights of Columbus council and Ladies Auxiliary. There are other groups that I have not 

yet discovered.  
 

The parish , for one reason or another, has been, at more that one interval, without the direction of a resident pastor. It has functioned under 

the direction of a permanent deacon as administrator, with Masses celebrated by visiting priests from other parishes or those coming out of 

retirement. 
 

During these difficult times, the parish did not lose its identity, but created a community of parishioners very much concerned with the 

spiritual and physical welfare of all the parish community. I have found here a community very much alive and concerned for all aspects of 

parish life, whether it is liturgy, economics, ministry to the sick and homebound or preparation for the sacraments. I found a community 

rooted in the traditions of the Catholic Church, yet open to a modern understanding of the Liturgy. 
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For the Greater Glory of  the Risen Christ 

The Church of Jesus, Our Risen Savior.   

The interior of the Church.  


