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At a recent ecumenical gathering, a woman of another faith expressed dismay that | v
assigned in a House of Formation with seminarians preparing themselves for t
priesthood. As she put it fi | di dnot k
Apparently, she felt that keeping young men in a seminary for several years would stt
their growth and seems like an anachronism in the modern world, Of course, | correct
her and pointed out that even Christ, our Master, spent many years in the silence

Nazareth and the solitude of the desert before beginning his public ministry.

The Future of Seminaries

The point | made to her was reinforced on me sometime ago when the Vatican publishe
study of 229 college and theoletgvel seminaries, where is reported a thorough appraisa
of both the strengths and weaknesses of
gener al , heal t hyo. The findings show th
in the 1980s, there were more stability and many improvements on campuses. The doct
of the priesthood was well taught in the majority of diocesan seminaries and the candide

were fAgenerally full of zeal, pi ous and
concerns that the shortage of priests sometimes puts pressure on seminaries to ac
Afunsuitabl eod candi dat es, and Rel i gi ous

foreign applicants destined to work in our Local Churches.

The Adorno Fathers in Ramsey are proud to collaborate in the work of the Churt
preparing good priests for our times. Our small band of seminéfiea®f themi attend
formal classes at Immaculate Conception Seminary in the campus of Seton Hall Univers
South Orange, New Jersey. Their day starts very early, at 5:30 a. m. After Morning Pray
meditation and a hurried breakfast, they get on the road to start classes at 8:30. They re
to Ramsey in late afternoon. At 5 p. m., we find ourselves in the chapel again for Eveni
Prayer and Mass followed by supper which, on school days, is really the only time we &
not rushing we enjoy the meal and we relish the camaraderie... before we go to our roor
for more study and to prepare for another day.

From this perspective of schedules, classes, school reports and prayer times, the life
seminarians would not seem very exciting. It does not need to be, and seminarians do
usually look for that. They are striving to respond to the call of God: to be proclaimers
the Gospel and dispensers of the Sacraments. At this time in their life, one thing
clear they need to know God and develop a personal rela-

tionship with Him before they are ordained and are se
the world.

The disciplines of the seminary, the study of theology
a close relationship with the Lord are essential in ma
the man of Godn the modern world. To that end t
seminaries are irreplaceable and they are here to stay.

Father Nicholas Capetola, CRM.

Rector




Zelus Domus Tuae Comedit Me!

(Following are excerpts from a Homily delivered by Most
Reverend Gilbert A. Garcera, D. D., Bishop of Daet, on the
occasion of the blessing/consecration of the sanctuary of Jes
the Risen Lord, Adorno Seminary, at Sto. Domingo, Vinzon
Camarines Norte, Philippines, on March 10, 2009
Concelebrating the Mass of dedication were Most Rev. Cami
D. Gregorio, Bishop of Batané®abuyanes, Most Rev.Raffaele
Mandolesi,CRM., Superior General from Rome, Fr. John Pat
4 Gasparini, CRM. from India, and from the United States: Fr.
Hector Di Nardo, CRM, Superior UBhilippine Delegation,
Fr. Edgardo Enverga,CRM, Fr. Jason Caganap, CRM., and
good representation of clergymen from the Diocese of Daet)

The blessing and the consecration of this chapel is not ju
very timely, but providentially a living structural message for
us in the Diocese of Daet. What are the messages for us in t
|| historic moment in the life of the Diocese and in particular fo
| the Adorno Fathers, brothers and seminarians? Allow me
identify a few.

Brothers and sisters, | invite you to look around and appreciate the art, the liturgical significance, the scent oahtlthessymbol-

ism this sanctuary brings to mind and to our faith. But most of all, | invite you to thank the architect, Mr. EmersoneRinadiqu
concept proponents of this chapel and its intetiwe sisters of the Pious Disciples of the Divine Master, Engr. Rey Kala\ rsgrd

Nomer llagan; the wood carvers from Lipa, the carpenters, masons, painters, the sound engineer, Mr. Michael Idiomaimand Fr.
A. Tangi of the Society of St. Paul. | would like to mention especially the Adorno FaBredun, Fr. Ted, Fr. Gerry, who their

sharing of faith and life in this distinctive community have decided to put the concepts, dreams, liturgical aspiratiocesad d
consideration into one beautiful chapéhis sanctuary of Jesus the Risen Lord. Truly what you have done echoes the spir
Sacrosanctum Concilium A Al | artists and concept makers, who, prompt
should ever bear in mind that they are engaged in a kind of sacred imitation of God the Creator, and are concerneddeittimedrks
to be used in Catholic worship, to edify the f ait &ufoflwhat a

you have done, you deserve a round of applause expressin:
Brothers and sisters, I wish to recall Fr . Jun Abogcdéstl i
guestion in view of his proposal where to place the erDbe
Simply, Fr . Jun responded by saying: i OQur charism is E
Fr. Armand respectfully proposed to place the tabernacle in the middle of the sanctuary area. Considering the chafidiorrad the
Fathers, the tabernacle is the heart of the chapel, Ait
The Founding Fathers, St. Francis Caracciolo, - A & - 1
Augustine Adorno and Fr. Fabrizio Caracciolo | AW A |y
always wanted to establish a religious institute wt - \ =

main charism would be to worship God, that is, A ! ! \ k. R :
Adoration of the Blesse £ 1S e | ‘ o - o

c 0 me d i -tzealnf@a gour house consumes in&as e b

the favorite psalm prayer of St. Francis Caracciolo. <

spent much time adoring Jesus in the Most Blessed
rament. The verse reminds us also of those blesse
ments before he died, when in the presence of his ¢ [
Lord, Francis face emitted brilliant rays of light as & ’
repeated that verse, iz B ag
was at Agnone in Italy on the eve of Corpus Chris’y P
1608, when St. Francis prepared himself to meel -3
Lord. He was fortyfive years old when he fell ill with
severe fever. He died e
heaven! 0 When his body
heart was found seemingly burnt, with these w
i mprinted around it, 0z
(continued on next page)
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At the outset, | said that the consecration of this chapel is very providential. It is very timely and providentialséthateme, in

the Diocese of Daet, are preparing for the Canonical Pastoral visit by the year 2011. | do not want this chapel todeéathe mc
standard of a beautiful church. However, if you think so, let it be a standard church in our Diocese. | do not evematyggest t

renovate your parish churches to accommodate all the dictates and expectations drawn from the documents of the Giuiteh. | d
our parish priests to look around and see for yourself what is lacking or what other structural demands and lituritaad) fooeld

be done before the year 2011. My pastoral visit to all parishes must bring us not just a satisfaction in the completion
expectations. The Pastoral visit is geared towar d swreenardwa

summit of our Christian faitho in the whole Diocese.

And this brings me to the third point in this reflectidhe Eucharistic adoration and the Liturgy. Brothers and sisters, ithare
intrinsic relationship between the Liturgy and the Eucharistic adoration. The apostolic exh@tatiamentum Caritatisf Pope
Benedict explains to us the value and the rel ati orhseSobaft w
God comes to meet us and desires to become one with us; Eucharistic adoration is simply the natural consequence @ftithe Eu
celebration, which is itself the Churchdés supreme achnlyof
in this way do we become one with him, and are given, as it were, a foretaste of the beauty of the heavenly liturgyf The
adoration outside Mass prolongs and intensifi es ailddoratidma t
can a profound and genuine reception mature. And it is precisely this personal encounter with the Lord that then stresgtie@ns
mi ssion contained in the Eucharistoé.

Father General, Fr. Raffaele Mandolesi, | thank you for the gift of your community here in the Diocese of Daet. Thityspirtheal
Eucharist invites each one of us to love Jesus more and to grow more as priests and faithful believers of Jesus.

Through the intercession of St. Francis Caracciolo and the Blessed Virgin Mary, the woman of the Eucharist, may thdtHoly
renew our fAEucharistic wonder o through the spl end deinfigtad
beauty of the holy mystery of God. In this Eucharistic celebration, we believe that Jesus continues to save us. Aodthias is f
Greater Glory of the Risen Chrigtd Majorem Resurgentis Gloriam.



Community News

General Chapter/Diet

Just before Christmas (Decembel®, our

Superior General, Most Reverend Fath
Raffaele Mandolesi, made his canonical vid.
to our Houses in the United States: St. Jose -
Parish, Lodi, St. Michael Seminary in Ramsg,
and Immaculate Conception in Goose Creg
South Carolina. He spent a few days in each
these Houses and talked to each religio
member. Through the canonical visit, th
Father General helps, stimulates, encourag
and, if necessary, admonishes so that all
progress in the way of perfection. It is esse
tially a fraternal meeting, but he examines t
registers of the parish, the book of the loc
chapters, the diary of the community, the pg
rimony of the House/parish, and the liturgica
pastoral activities. This particular visit hag

also the further purpose to get information a £ dy —_— ~
input for the upcoming General Chapter/Dig = i W s N
scheduled for the first half of July 2009 i N

Rome. At this gathering reports will be madeFather Raffaele Mandolesi (seated/center) poses with the communities of Lodi and Ramsey dur
new responsibiliies outlined and new canonical visit in the United States last December.
superiors appointed for the next three years.

A Winter Outing

New Priests:

Our warmest congratulations and best wishes t
Anish Koovalloor and Binil Attapattu from our
’ CRM religious community in Bangalore, India.
This past winter was one of the most frigid here in Ramsey,|buThey will be ordained priests on April 29, 20009.
we did find occasions for some enjoyable outings like this fneFr. Anish and Fr. Binil were born, educated anc
on the feast of St. Joseph, March1%vhen we joined the' will be ordained in their land of origin.
Augustinian seminarians of Tagaste Monastery, Suffern, New
York for an afternoon of bowling.
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B Kept on Track by Providence
by Ryan Eric Dela Pefia

In a class on Christian Spirituality at the seminary, | was

recently assigned to do a report on JBare

DeCaussadeb6s spiritual classic AAbandonment t o
Providenceodo. The timing of the report could not
better, as college graduation looms at the end of this

semester and | am to begin the canonical novitiate in the

Philippines, a country which, although | was born there

twenty-two years ago and have not returned in over twenty

years, | know very little about. The assignment has led me

to trust even deeper in Godds providence during
of change, as well as to remember the marvels God hasRyan with his grandmother, Minia, and Sr. Marguerite
done for me already. Daoust. SGM, before the tom

| am the oldest of the three children of Joel and Cristina Dela Pefia, with Kevin and Janine coming after
respectively, and so | was always known as the i
my parents who raised me in a very loving household within which my vocation was nurtured throug
discipline, example and most importantly, familial love. My parents have been wonderfully supportive of m
desire to be a priest just as much as my gr andmc

| have wanted to be a priest since | was very young. | can still remember clearly an assignment | had to d«
myprek c¢cl ass at St. Aloysiusd in Jersey City. I h
of the profession | wanted to be when | got older. While my classmates attempted to dcaatsadnd fire
helmets, | colored my person all black, leaving a speck of white at the neckline. In fact, a few days later, Sis
Mary named me the studeot-the-month.

With time, however, this desire for the priesthood has grown and continues to mature from the idealisms
youth to the realization of the realities which such a life of service entails. During my high school years,
worked on the weekends at Holy Face Monastery, in Clifton, NJ. Through working there, | saw what religiot
life was really about. Through the example of the Benedictine monks, | saw what it was like to work and pr:
in the service of God and neighbor. | am obliged to them for the guidance they showed me during those ye
of discernment.

My family moved to Lodi from Jersey City in 1994, though it was not until 2001 that | met the Adorno Fa-
ther s, since my family had become parishioners
Lodi. Upon graduating from High School in 2005, | entered the seminary with the Adornos. It is true the
when God leads, God provides. The past four years of life at the seminary have been a roller coas
» ride, filled with fears and thrills, high points and low points, at times fast paced at other time:
’ slow, as on an incline. No matter where | may be on the tracks, | feel the wind of the Spiri
stirring me to my goal and | am sure that if | hold on tight to Providence, all will be well!

As to what the future may hold, |1 do not know and | try not to worry about it. As
DeCaussade teaches us, we should | iv
providence will take care of tomorrow. Therefore, with this in mind, | can do
nothing now but express my gratitude to God whose loving providence
continues to astound me, to my family whose love inspires me, to my
friends whose confidence motivates me, to the Adornos whose
patience encourages me and to all of you, who, by your thoughts
and prayers, keep me safe on this roller coaster ride of life.

Ryan on a roller coaster with Fr. Nony



